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of political negotiations, Mr. Middleton being at the same time nominated
to settle pecuniary matters with the Vizier. On the sist of May 1781,
upon receiving a letter from the Vizier, expressing his desire that Mr.
Bristow should be removed from his court, he was again recalled. But
without entering into the consideration of this matter, and in order to
vindicate and uphold our own authority, we do hereby positively direct
that Mr. Bristow do forthwith proceed to Owde in the station of our
Resident there. We do not mean in the least to reflect on the character
and ability of Mr. Middleton who must be immediately recalled from
thence, but it is a duty incumbent upon us thus to maintain the respect
due to the orders of the Court of Directors. You are likewise to observe
that we shall not suffer any other person to proceed to Owde for the
management of the finance, one person being in our opinion sufficient
to transact our business there as principal in both those departments, and
we expect our orders respecting the succession to that Residency be fully
complied with.
7.    When  we  consider  the  peremptory   and repeated Borders  which
we  have  given  respecting  the   appointment  of field  officers  we  cannot
but   express   our  displeasure   at   the   various   instances   of  disobedience
thereto.    But  we  are  struck  with  particular astonishment  to  find  that
in consequence of vour military arrangements in 1780, no less a number
than  thirty  six captains  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of major,  besides
84 lieutenants to the rank of captain and   124. ensigns  to  the rank of
lieutenant.
8.    We do not find that Sir E\re Coote, our Commander in Chief,
was consulted upon  the occasion, but on the contrary we have before
us  a strong  protest from him,  both  against  the  arrangements and  the
promotions    in    consequence    of    them,   .declaring    the    whole    to    be
" irregular, unmilitary and burthening the Company with an enormous
additional expence, which he was clearly satisfied there was no necessity
for incurring and much less at a time when the Company's funds could
so ill  afford  it."
9.    Admitting,   however,   the   necessity   for   the   arrangement   made
in the sepoy corps, we see no reason for putting a major at  the head
of each regiment, with an additional allowance of 600 rupees per month,
when   in  our  opinion  a  captain  might  have  done   the  duty,   nor  for
appointing a captain to  the head of each battalion when  the service
might  have  been performed by a  lieutenant.   We do  therefore hereby
positively direct that the  advanced pay and  allowances  to the  officers,
thus   appointed   to   the   rank   of   major   and   captain,   be   immediately
discontinued, until those officers shall have risen to such superior rank,
according to the establishment of the army before the regulations above-
mentioned  took place.
10.    We   observe   likewise   that,   with   the   same   disregard   to   our
orders,   you   have  promoted   Lieutenant  Colonel  Blair   to   the  rank  of
colonel thereby superceding a very deserving officer, Lieutenant Colonel
Tottingham,    We therefore direct that you grant to the latter a brevet